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Abstract

Volume |, is a portfolio of compositions and contains musical scores and recordings

which relate to the discussions within the critical commentary, found in volume Il.

The six works presented in this portfolio are composed for brass band and percussion,
selected as they show artistic and technical advancements when compared with extant
literature and methodology. The accompanying commentary discusses the patronage
problems that the British brass band appears to be currently experiencing, deliberating
whether its insular persona has been created by the movement’s proclivity for contesting and
upholding heritage. The portfolio explores a fresh approach towards compositional practice
for the medium, with a view to re-establish a connection with contemporary audiences. It
reconsiders this appeal by questioning the fundamental language band music employs,
exploring cross-disciplinary collaboration amongst other new approaches, in pursuit of

elevating interest.
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SCORE NOTES

Realms of Asgard is a symphonic poem for brass and percussion which comprises of
seven musical scenes, each reflecting my own impressions of the individual worlds found
in the Yggdrasill legend.

In Norse mythology, Yggdrasill (Ig-dru-cell) is an immense Ash tree that connects the
nine home-worlds of the Norse cosmos. Asgard sits at its pinnacle where the High Gods
look down and oversee the activities in the other worlds.

The Nine Worlds

Hel
Ruled by a female also known as Hel, it is a realm for the damned
with a dark and suffocating atmosphere. A place of eternal unrest.

Muspelheim — The Realm of Fire
Ruled by Surtr, Muspelheim is the land of the Fire Giants.
The Sun and Stars originated from this world.

Nioavellir - A Dark Dwelling
Nioavellir is the home of the Dwarves or Dékkalfar (Dark Elves). They dwell in the
earth, warmed by the fires of Muspelheim and Hel, gluttonously hoarding gold.

Vanaheimr - Home of the Vanir
The Vanir are a group of Gods who are associated with fertility and wisdom.
They also have the ability to look into the future.

Jotunheimr — Home of the Giants
Jotunheimr is the home of the giants who were banished from living within the Gods
worlds. They are volatile and like to be a menace both to humans and the Gods.

Niflheim — Mist Home

Niflheim is a realm of ice and cold. The world is dominated by the nine frozen rivers
and is populated by Frost Giants and Niflungar (Children of the Mist), spirits who like
to hoard treasure.

Alfheimr - EIf Home
This is the home of the Light Elves and it is located within heaven.
The Light Elves are described as being “lighter than the sun itself”.

Midgard - Middle Enclosure (Earth)
Midgard is the realm of humans and is located in the centre of Yggdrasill. The realm is
said to have been created from the flesh and blood of Ymir, the ancestor of all giants and
is connected directly to the Gods in Asgard by Bifrost, a burning rainbow bridge.

Asgard — Home of Asir
This is the home Alsir tribe of Gods. It is ruled by Odin and his wife Frigg from his seat
in the enormous and majestic Hall of the Slain; Valhalla.



There is no specific order in which these worlds appear in the branches of Yggdrasill
other than Hel always appears in the trees roots and Asgard at its peak.

Starting in the earth, amongst the roots of this colossal tree and gradually working its
way around the trunk into the clouds and lofty home of the Gods; there should be a
clearly defined journey from the opening bar to the final cadence. The work evolves
organically through each impression and builds from darkness into light. As with most
of my music, I attempt to conjure images and pictures with the sounds and musical
techniques I employ within this score and urge you to seek these out in performance.
The mysteriousness of hell, the crackle and spits of fire, the greediness and devilry of
the dwarves, the jocular amble of the giants, the ethereal sparseness and great wisdom
of the elves or the sound of Odin’s steed Sleipnir, bearing his master back to Valhalla
are all hidden within the music.

The work is based on the following twelve note row, from which all the musical material
found in the score is developed.

h | 1
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o & H' - | I ki T

The row appears in full Prime, Retrograde, Inversion and in Inverted Retrograde
statements at different points through-out the work but also appears segmented in
several motifs and augmented with additional pitches to disguise the row.

Dan Price September 2014

Approximate duration: 00:16:30
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