Downloaded from http://bmjopen.bmj.com/ on March 26, 2018 - Published by group.bmj.com

BEING EVIDENCE BASED: A HEALTH LIBRARY
PERSPECTIVE

Alison Brettle. Professor in Health Information and Evidence Based Practice,
University of Salford, UK.

10.1136/bmjopen-2016-015415.160

Health librarians play a key role in the evidence based practice
(EBP) movement by providing services and support to find,
access, interpret and disseminate evidence. Health librarians also
pioneered the concept of evidence based practice within the
library profession evidence based library and information

practice (EBLIP) and has developed a strong evidence base for
their work. This presentation explores the concept of EBLIP
within the health library profession and the dual role they play
in supporting and undertaking EBP A range of studies that dem-
onstrate the effectiveness and impact of the services provided by
health librarians are summarised to provide an overview of the
evidence of the health library profession. The presentation con-
cludes by putting forward the view that being evidence based is
an approach that involves: questioning practice, gathering or
creating the evidence, using evidence wisely and using profes-
sional skills to help others make evidence based decisions.
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