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- ABSTRACT

Regional inequalities in the developing countries have in recent
years led to increasing attention to various proposals of deconcentration
and decentralization, which in turn have triggered renewed interest in

rural develomment and the potential significance of small urban centres.

'r'Yet little is known about the social, econamic and geographical
relations of these centres with wham the méj ority of the rural population
‘have contact. This thesis is a geographical study of small urban centres
paying particular attenfion to their role in rural develomment in Sierra
Ieone. In choosing these centres as subjects of study, the author
echoes other scholars, that the instances where they play a positive role
are few and that to get them to do so would entail transformations
within the econany and society which though necessary may prove so

difficult under the present political and economic structures.

¥
o’

The study is divided into two sections. Section I (Chapters I -
IIT) forms the theoretical framework. Section II (Chapters IV - VII)

is devoted to testing the hypotheses in the study area.

The thesis starts with introducing the aims and objectives of the
study, definition of temms and concepts used and justifies their
applicé.tion in the study area. The data and methodology are also

fully discussed and the structure of the study outlined (Chapter I).

The second chapter reviews various econanic and spatial theories

and literature on small urban centres forming the theoretical framework



.on which the hypotheses drawn are based.

-

Studying small urban centres without pa.yiﬂg attention to the
macro—economic and political context in which they are set and
operate may prove futile. The third chapter therefore examines those

aspects Of the study area which are considered relevant to this

investigation.

-r-
Section II of the thesis starts with tracing the origins of these

centres and finds out how these origins have influenced their

- functions and thereby structures. Here a retrospective approach is
adopted by tracing :their pre-urban ‘origins and discussing the factors
which contributed to their urban status. The implications of these

origins for rural development are pointed out (Chapter 1IV).

In assessing their present role (Chapter V) the numbers and
spatial distribution of these centres and fheir I'ela,-tive centrality
are examined. From the fun\‘tional units within these centres, centrality
ratios are calculated to determine whether these centres are adequately
provided :_For. The limitations imposed on the positive role they can
play in rural development by their lack of adequate numbers and low

centrality is examined and their implication on using the present

framework for the delivery of goods and services is assessed.

Chapter VI is devoted to an examination of the relationships of
small urban centres and their immediate rural hinterlands, through
the consumer travel patterns to secure goods and services fram these
oent‘res. Where no positive links exist the chances of such centres

acting as stimuli for rural development are indeed limited.



The functional relationships of tﬁese centres through consumer
travel I;attems form the subject of investigation in Chaptef VII.
These relationships give us an idea on the way these centres
function with other members in the urban hierarchy. The analysis

1s based on the hierarchical concepts of central place theory.

The conclusion (Chapter VIII) sumarizes the findings of the

study and makes recamnendations where it is deemed necessary and in

each case pbinting out the implications of. such recammendations.



- ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

In the process of preparing this thesis, several people helped
me directly and indirectly and I wish to take this opportunity to

express nmy gratitude to all.

Firstly, I am deeply indebted to the government of Sierra Leone

who provided the financial assistance thus making this study possible.

I also owe a special debt of gratitude to my supervisor, Professor
M.B. Gleave, for his advice, encouragement, guidance and provision of
sane data and publications of many previous scholars; Dr. A.C. Gatrell

and Dr. M.L. Senior for their assistance in camputing and statistical-

analysis,

My special thanks go to Osman Yansaneh (Principal, Kamakwie
‘Secondary School), David Kamara (Principal, Scarcies Secondary School
Mambolo) Juliug Collick, Augustine George and Samel Konteh whose help

during the fieldwork proved very valuable.

To Mrs Jean Bateson, my thanks and deep api)reciatlion for
diligently typing the thesis,

To my late mother, Madam ILeah Susannah for her sacrifices to

get me educated.

Iast, but not least, to my wife, Mary, and children (Cecilia,
Germaine and Tan Obaleh (Jnr)) for their patience, eﬁcouragenent,

support and understanding without which it would have béen impossible

to finish this work.



The author however wishes it to be known that none of those

mentioned are responsible for any ideas expressed.

Tan baleh Kargbo.



Dedicated to my late mother Leah Susannah
and my dad Pa Yamba Kargbo, my late mother-
in-law Madam Cynthia, my late brother Victor,
my wife Mary and children Ceci.i.ia, Germaine

&

and Tom Cbaleh (Jnr).



SECTION ONE

THE THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK



. "CHAPTER 1
'INTRODUCTION

1.1 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

The problems of regional inequalities in the developing nations
have ;n recent yvears led to increasing attention to various proposals
of deconcentration and ‘decentralization which have triggered renewed
Interest in rural development and the‘potential significance of small
urban centres. Yet little is known about the economic, social and

geographical relationships of these small urban centres with which the

majority of the rural population have contact.

Most urban studies have concentrated on large cities usually the
national or regional centres and very little has come out on the rural
population, ert they form a majority in the Third World. In order to
understand the plight of rural poverty, Southall (1977) proposed a
study of those points "of articulation between the national systems of
marketing, distribution and policy developments on the one hand and
the interests and productivity of the rural poor on the other"(l) is
necessary. These small centres could therefore act as pointers to
the success or failure of any rural development projects. Of the
seventy-six centres in Sierra Ieone with populations of 2000 and over,
seventy fall within the category of small urban centres . So that in
terms of numbers and the provision of goods and services to the rural

population, they are very important.

(1)  Southall, A, (1977) Small Urban Centres in Rural Development

in Africa. Paper July, African Studies Programme. University of
Wisconsin, p.1.



This study is therefore a geographical examination of these
centres, with the aim of contributing to a better understanding of

their relationships in a amall West African state - Sierra leone.

In choosing these centres as the subject of study, the author
echoes the views already expressed by other scholars, that the instances
where they play a positive role in rural development at present are
very few. ‘The hypothese;s drawn on the subject are based on the

argument that if rural’ development is to be effectively achieved,

| these small urban centres have a crucial part to play. That to achieve

‘this role may not seem as easy as is thought because it entails

transformations within the economy and society which though necessary
may be deemed undesirable under the present econamic and political
structures. The role they currently play and can play in various
parts of the Third World is examined from the literature, on the basis
1of which hypotheses would be drawn for testing in Sierra Ieone. This
is done in Chapter I1I.

L

1.2 TEFINITIONS

Before going any further, it is necessary to define some temms

and concepts which are used in the thesis.

Development, many scholars believe is not simply a process of

guantitative éxpansion but one implying qualitative change. Economic h
and social development concern fundamental transformations within

an economy or society. It involves the spread and acceptance of

ideas and ways which are considered new to a particular econamy Or

\

society. There have been as many definitions as there are ’édlolars,



each restricting his definition to that part of the econamy or society

which is the focus of his investigation.

Econamic development as used in this study refers to the process
vhich involves expansion of production which assist in the provision

of goods and services *to enhance the welibeing of a people.

r Rural develogxgerit thougﬁ old, has come to stand for a new idea
in thet deve_lc;pnant process in the developing world. It is a process
which implies raising the welfare of rural people rthrough their own
efforts with as;istance ﬁ"an finternal as well as extérnaln forces. The
most important, roint rnadeh here 1s thaf development should be through
one's own effort. Scholars differ as to the approach and implications
of rural development. The present situation in developing countries
warrants that if the rural people are to improve their wellbeing,
there must be an equitable distribution of the benefits of development.
Such a distribution would have to include the provision of sefvioes
such as education, health, shops wlere goods can be purchaéed, without
wvhich an improvement in welfare cannot be achieved. Eoonomic‘ polarity
which is well documented in the literature on Economic Planning in .
the developing world cannot be denied and evidence suggests that the
gap between urban Fand rural and rich and poor continues to widen.

Any correction or attempts to leésen this gap would entail massive
transformation steps. ThlS is a theame taken in greater depth in

Chapter II and highlighted in subsequent chapters of this study.

One major difficulty confronting students of urbanization is
to adequately define the term 'urban' as it means different things to

different disciplines. It frequently refers to living ih towns as



against living in the rural areas and it is with this meaning that
quantitative indices of urbanization are constructed. Anothe:f
definition sees ’it as a process of population concentration in which
tﬁe ratio of people living in towns to the total povulation increases.
This implies a definition of cities independent of the process of urban
growth; but White, H.P. and Gleave, M.B. (1971) observed that '"an
incréase Eoth in the siﬁe of the individual points of urban
conééntration and in the number of points of urban concentration may

T “
occur without an increase in the urbanization of a territory."(z)

%

Sociologically, urbanization é.ccording to White and Gleave
(1971) refers to "cultural change and to the spread of behaviour and

value patterns classified as 'urban"'(s)

Whichever of these definitions is used, fhere are many problems
involved in attempting to assess the levels of urbanization in the
developing world. The lack and unavailability of data coupled with
the fact thajt different countries define 'urban' in different ways
make it even more camlicated. No figure has been generally accepted
+to differentiate between urban and rural even for a small country
like Sierra leone. 1In ’\Tlgerla for example, towns are defined as
centres of compact groups w1th pOpulatlons exceeding 5000 people.

Such deflnltlons of urban never expllcitly explain what campactness

is or how it is measured. Assuming that it refers to housing density,
it exﬁibits an inadequate and unsatisfactory index because housing
density can be influenced by tradition, administrative and military

necessity, physical and economic scarcity of land,

(2) Vhite, H.P. and Gleave, M.B. (1971) An Economic Geography of
West Africa, 6. Bell & Sons. London, p.358. , N

(3) 1Ibid. p.258.



Oram (1965) views an African town as a settlement having a
built up‘ shopping and business area with a network of streets with
no zoning. In the developed world, it is observed that at certain
population levels, urban functions are represented in the settlement
pattern. In much of Britain for instance civil parishes of 2500 or
more people have developed urban functions. While population may
represent at least a fair index of urbanization in many developed
countries, it is by no means as reliable in assessing levels of

urbanization in inter-tropical Africa and in many parts of the Third

World.

In Sierra ILeone, there is no official definition of 'urban’
and’ various scholars either have to rely on ad hoc definitiors or invent
their own. Usually, because of simplicity and attractiveness, crude
population totals have been largely used. Harvey (1966) used the 1000
figure with the presence of at least two central place functions.
Siddle (1966) on the other hand used a measure of 200 huts
as a cut off figure. Clarke (1968) suggested an urban threshold of
5000 but drew attention to Harvey's: (1966) observation that 1000 .
would be a more appropriate and realistic figure qualified by the
presence of two central place functions. Mitchell (1972) advises
raising the cut off figure to 2000 and attempted in his essay to identify
an urban hierarchy based on size, function and occupational structure

of the country's settlements.

The United Nations Economic Camission for Africa however
has chosen the 20,000 figure for indicating urban areas in Africa.

There seems to be no strong case for this choice bearing in mind that



many African countries are small. If this figure is applied in Sierra
ILeone, Jsing the 1974 census figures, urban places will be restricted
to six. One can only say that such definitions are aimed at
preserving uniformity with the industrial nations of the West. The

Comission used the following definitions to be applied in Africa:-

A. Urban Population - population in towns with 20,000 and more

¢ 1nhabitants.

B. = City population ~ population in cities of 100,000 and more
inhabitants.
C. | B:'i:g ci:tir pof)ulationsT - population in 'Big Cities' with 500,000

or nni'e inhabifants .

While it may be useful to have a universal definition, it must
be stressed that the concept of a town varies with both the
historical and geographical settings., One should also note that even within
a particular area, micro-cultural and polifido-— economié’ differences
irilﬂuelnce the development of city systems as well as the morphological

and functional patterns of members of the system.

Studénts (Sf urbanization have recognizéd ‘two types of city-
size distributions. w'lhe rank size, in which the distribution of cities
by population size class is truncated lognormmal. The primate city
size distribution is one in which one town or city dominates the
distribution and there are deficiencies in cities of intermediate
size class. Scholars have often debated on whether the lognormal
city-size distribution is associated with city systems of the

developed world and primacy, with the developing world.

\



The possibility of there being a relationship between city
size dis;:ributions and levels of econamic develognent continue to
araoirse a lot of interest among scholars. This is an aspect which is
dealt with 1n greater detail in Chapter II where theoretical issues -

of development are discussed.

As this study is on small urban centres, identifying them in
Sierrt leone is therefore necessary. Sierra leone's city size
distributi_oﬂ emphasizes the dominance of Freetown. The 1974 Census
figures reveai towns which could be grouped into four categories.
"Ihe Copital Freetown with about 274,000 people stanes out above the
rest, followed by a group with populatlons between 20,000 and 75,000,

then towns Wlth populations between 2000 and 20,000 and other

settlements below 2000 people. In an area of dispersed settlement
as in Sierra Leone, a settlement of 2000 people is quite significant.
The census also reveals gaps between the groups which have been
identified. -It was therefore decided that small urban centres as
used in this thesis refer to all centres ﬁm populatioﬁs betweenq

2000 and 20,000,

*'Ihe concept of the urban system or hierarchy holds that
urbanization - the demographic, econamic and geographic changes -
is a process of systems growth and structural transformation in which
towns or cities and urban regions consists of a set of inter-
related systems arranged in a progression from an individual town
to a national systen. This type of organization rﬁay coneist of at

least three levels,



A, A National System:- in which there is domination by the ™
Metropolitan Centre or cen tresﬁ', and other centre or centres
follow in a step-like hierarchy with the centres increasing

at each level and population decreasing in a regular fashion.

¢

B. A Regional System:- exists within the national system usually
organised around a metropolitan centre. Generally, the city
sizes are smaller and drop off more quickly than in the national

system as one moves down,

c. A Iocal or Daily Sub-system:~ This represents the daily life space

of residents and it develops as the centre expands. (4) |

o
i

As growth and decline occur the centres within the system change
posﬂitions. Interest in the study of urban systems rests on a growing
awareness of the contribution of spatial differences to national
growth and wellbeing.

‘The 1mportant concepts and terms used 1in the study have thus
been defined and their applicability in the study area justified where
necessary'. The next section in this chapter discusses the data and

the methodology used in this investigation.

1.3 . DATA AND THE METHODOLOGY

A considerable amount of data was extracted from the 1963 and

1974 census of population. As the important aspects of-the study

relate to small urban centres and rural development in Sierra Leone,

(4) Bourne, L.S. (1975) Urban Systems. Strategies for Regulation.
A comparison of policies in Britain, Sweden, Australla and Canada.
Clarendon Press Oxford. p.12.



‘the Western Area is excluded although references for camparative

purposes are made Iram time -to time where necessary. The Western Area
is, as in most studies of the country, considered. the most developed
fran which according to traditional development theory innovation

spreads to the rest of the country. The perfomance so far leaves

much to be desired.

t Eilght small urban centres were chosen for study. They are a
randan sanpie stratified by level of development, and the numbers
chosen fram each region is related tq the relative proportion of the
" areas of the regions. Identification of the levels of the economic
regions is based on Forde's (1967) classification of econamic regions
in Sierra leone ; an essay which+has been the subject of much
criticism by other scholars. These regions are represented in Fig.l.l.
Of’ :the . eight small urban centres, four are chosen fram the least
developed region, two each fran the less developed and more
- developed regions. Justification for this choice of these numbers of
6entxes is bésed”on the time available for research, financial
resources and the realization that the least developed region makes up
about half of the study area, while the other half is almost equally
divided between the less and more developed regions. Furthemore as
the least developed region is physically divided into two and the
snaller‘part is about a quarter of its total size, it was thought

appropriate to choose at least one centre for study in this area.

The centres, and the villages around each centre are given in

tables 1.1 and 1.2.
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" TABIE 1.1 SAMPLED "CENTRES, "POPULATION AND HOUSEHOLDS

A.  IEAST DEVELOPED RHGICN

CENTRE POPULATION HOUSEHOLDS HEAD OF
HOUSEHOLDS
INTERVIEWED

1, ’E‘!;egbwemg 1034
2. Kamakwie ' 561
3. Mambolo ' ' 437

4, Kabala 1292

B. IESS IDEVELIOPED RBEGION

HEAD OF

HOUSEHOLDS
INTERVIEWED

'5, Mano 34

6. Moyamba 114

HEAD OF
HOUSEHOLDS
INTERVIEWED

33

60
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Using the 1:50,000 maps a ten percent stratified randam sample

of villages around a three, six and nine miles radii of each centre

were chosen and these are presented in table 1.2.
TABIE 1.2 VILLAGES CHOSEN ARCUND EACH SAMPIED CENTRE
LEAST DEVEIQOPED REGION

1. Segbwema - Kailahun District

a) Baoma b) Fola c) Kpubu d) Giema e) Foyama.

2. Kamakwie - Bombali District

a) Kadada b) Gbonko c¢) Maron d) Robat e) Kadigidigi

f) Kagborie g) Kamenthe h) Kabba Ferry.

-k
A

3. Mambole - Kambia District
. 0 .
a) Wolaw b) Katima c¢) Kalenke d) Mando e) Robis

f) Bosmya gj Malambey h) Mahera.

v

4, Kabala - Korniadugur District
a) Hersnakono b) Yisimdia c¢) Yagala d) Benikoro e) Kasasi

f) Sénckédugu.

IESS DEVEIOPED REGION

5. Mano - Moyamba District

a) Laponga b) Kerebu c¢) Mokebi d) Motehun e) Magbamu

f) Follywamu

6. Moyamba - Moyanba District
a) Gondama b) Mokente c¢) Periwahun d)' Falaba e)* Towubu

f) Mokende g) Moyogba h) Kwellu.
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MORE DEVELOPED REGIQN

7. Serabu - Bo District

a) Tokpombu b) Yengema c¢) Vasma d) Taninahun e) Potebu

f) Kanga g) Jagbwema.

8. Panguna - Kenema District
a) Bandajuna b) Gandorhun c¢) Dandabu Jd) Mamboma
e) Jagbwema f) ILevuma.

Three sets of queéi:ionnaires were fomulafed, one set for the
heads of households in the eight small urbéh centres, another set for
heads of households in the surrounding villages and a third set for
businessmen in the eight centres. It was decided to interview the
heads of households because they are the units of decision, and the
head is the decision maker. According to the Central Statisticsh Office
in Freetown, a household is "A group of people who sta.yea in the same
bﬁilding on census night and were responsible to the same head who
stayed in tl;at building on census night."(S) This definition has.
raised a nunber of arguments among scholars., Fer a start the
household is not as stable as is often thought, its size and
canposition are subject to fluctuation. People could stay in
Tdifferent buildiné, and yet be responsible to the same head.

Despite these controversial issues, it was decided to retain the
official definition. The data fram the quesfionnaires 1s inggﬁded

to bring out the kinds and intensity of relationships *betweeﬁ small

(5) 1963 Population of Sierra leone Vol. 3, p.17. Central Statistics
Office, Freetown, Sierra Leone (1965). *
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urban centres and other centres in the urban system, and secondly
between small urban centres and their rural hinterlands. It is
believed that these findings would provide inforﬁation on the way

these centres function and the role they at present play.

The heads of housechold interviewed in the small urban centres
and the viilages are a randan stratified sample whereas as many
busir_lfesanen/wcmen . as possible were interviewed. In the same urban
centres a ten percent sample size of the heads of households were
intemiewéd for each centre; whereas 'in the villages, with no available
"data on either households or population, it was virtually impossible to
know exactly how many should be interviewed for any meaningful conclusions
to be arrived at. However, judging upon arrival on the field trip, it
was discovered that there is very little variation in the size of the
villages.. Although this may have little effect on the number of heads
interviewed, nine heads of households were interviewed in each of the
villages which were located within three, six and nine miles band of
each small urban centre. Nine miles, the most distant of the villages
fran each centre is thought to be the maximum walking distance that
can be co;vered in a day. The nunber chosen for the interviews wag
sufficient enough to cover the whole of the small villages and at least
half of the largest villages. The total numbers of those interviewed

in the small urban centres was 573, 486 for the villages and 162

businessmen.

With no individual town maps, the centres had to'be covered
initially by motorbike and the extent of their sections noted and
given nunbers which were then picked fram a bag. The streets in the

selected sections were also numbered and picked from a.bag. The
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same procedure was used for the heads of households. The

pmce(iu;'e was repeated for the villages. This ensured that different
heads of households in different sections of the centres and

villages stood the same probability of being chosen and also that
sections of the centres and villages were proportionally represented
in the sample. As many businessmen/women as possible were
interviewed, although this part of the exercise can only be described

as partially successful as people were most reluctant to give away

any information. “’ *-

In the eight centres the following data was also collected.

a) Data on origins.
b) Distance to major metropolitan centre and other higher centres.
c) Types of public facilities and services.

d) Commercial establishments.
e) Type of transport services.
) Employment facilities.,

2) Educational institutions.

Data collected in the rural areas also included

a) Land tenure infomation.

b) Linkages with urban centres.

c) Crops produced and sold.

d) Marketing and Storage facilities.

e) Types of agricultural processing activities,

Other data sources include oral tradition, previgus publications by other

scholars.

It was necessary upon arrival in Sierra leone to ‘report to




the Ministry of Education (my sponsors) who generously provided a
researcfl grant for travel and documentation during the fieldwork.
Same infoxmati;)n was also-collected fram the following departments
and ministries; Ministries of Education;Economic Development;
Agriculture and Forestry: Interior, Social Welfare and Rural Developmment;
departments of Central Statistics, Criminal Investigation a.nt‘i the
National Authorising Office. letters of introduction were supposedly
dispatched from the Ministry of Social Welfare and Rural development
to various areas where the author was to visit. This was supposed
to be a move to ensure the smoothness of the exercise, The

' majority of the chiefs and headnen in the centres which were studied
claimed they. neither received letters nor any information conceming
the survey. This was the first major stumbling block. With careful
persuasion, the survey went on but not without incident especially
in Mambolo, Kabala and Segbwéma,K where there were minor political
disturbances and the author had to withdraw to other parts of the
country until things were relatively quiet before coming bacﬁ to
continue the survey. The difficulties of conducting research in a
developing country,- where nearly 80 percent of the inhabitants are
illiterate are overwhelming. Apart from the distrust and suspicion
with which the western educated researcher is treated, there is the
problem of movanent from one area to another on ‘some of the worst
roads, unpassable in the rainy season, Added to these are language

and cultural barriers which may prove strong impediments in extracting

informatim.

Despite these difficulties, researchers should not be held back.

The author believes that as education penetrates the interior of the

country, more people would appreciate the benefits gained from research.
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One month was spent in each centre and its surrounding villages. In
all, nine months were spent on fieldwork as a participant observer

and the data collected form the basis of investigation in this thesis.

1.4 STRUCTURE OF THE STUDY

The study is divided into two sections. The first section
(Chapters I - III1) examines the theoretical issues setting up the
backeround of the study, from which the hypotheses are drawn for
testing in the study area. The second section (chapters IV - VIII)

is devoted to testing the hypotheses drawn up in Section One. The

thesis is camposed of eight chanters,

Chapter Two sets up the theoretical framework drawing on
different aspects relating to the subject of study. Fram the

literature review and knowledge of the area hypotheses are drawn

upon which the analysis of the collected data is based.

The study area is discussed in the third chapter. This
chapter provides a general background picture of the study area paying

special attention to those aspects which are relevant to the study.

The chapter describes the environment in which the small urban centres

are set and operate.

The fourth chapter traces the origins, and examines how far
these origins influence the functions and therefore strﬁctures‘ of
these centres. A retrospective approach is taken in this chapter but
care is taken to distinguish between pre-urban and urban origins.

From the census data, the functions of centres are derived from their
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employment structures and the physical layout of these centres 1is

also discussed.

Chapter Five examines the spatial distribution and relative
centrality of these centres. This, the author hopes would enable us
to assess the roles which these centres play and can play in the
developmnt of the hinterlands. The percentage of the population
thatrcould be served by any urban centre is calculated. The

implications for rural development are then assessed.

The relationship of these centres and their rural hinterlands
are the subject of discussion in Chapter Six. These relationships
would be valuable infommation in judging their potential in

stimulating the development process where they operate.

Chapter Seven investigates the functional relationships of
these centres. Through an analysis of the consuner travel pattems,
the way these centres interact with other members of the hierarchy

is outlined and the implications for rural development are discussed.

The concluding chapter summarises the findings of the thesis

and suggestions are made where deemed necessary:
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CHAPTER"®™ I1

SMALL URBAN CENTRES:: THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

2.1  INTRODUCTICN

The 'urban' concept which is quite a thorny issue among scholars
can best be defined by reference to the literature on the evolution
and growth of towns. Empirical evidence on towns in Europe and the
rest of the 'developed' world is abundant in the literature but there
| is still some work to be done particularly in inter-tropical Africa,
where much of what is known on the origins and growth of towns is based

on legend and sametimes mere speculation and at best fram what happended

since recorded history.

This lack of knowledge has often led to a growing tendency to
think of urbanization and its related concepts in terms of the
- experiences and hypo;cheses of the 'developed' world in what is a
different socio-economic and cultural setting. But urbanization in
the sense of both the nunber of towns and people living in them is
a i)henonenon not restricted to the 'developed' world. It would be
erroneous however to dismiss these western based concepts of
urbanization in the study of non—westexﬁ areas because as Eze (1970)
noted ‘an observation already made by other scholars

"We are only Jjust emerging from a half-century of

cautious fact-gathering. During this period

geographers working in non-western areas have had
the opportunity to test existing theories based on

western experience." (1)

----------

(1) Eze, J.0.N. (1970) '"'The Urban Concept in relation‘'to 1n1:er—tr0p1ca1

Africa:- A re-appraisal" in Geographical essays in honour of -
K.C. Edawards, University of Nottingham, p.163.
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One of these areas which has yielded valuable results fram this

experience is Japan. Ginsburg (1965) noted that Japanese scholars
have displayed

"a commendable familiarity with basic concepts
conceming urban functional organization, the

dynamics of urban morphological change, centrality

and accessibility, cultural inertia and other
influences on the urbanization process. Out of

their work is coming some stimulating application

of Western derived concepts and techniques and possibly
sane important modification, as well as confimmation
of theories concerning the functions, structure and
pattems of cities and urban systems.' (2)

/

While accepting the invaluable worth of these western derived |
concepts, one should not neglect the significance of cultural,
economic and political forces in town development in other situations
especially the Third World. Such neglect has often led to indigenous
towns in the Third World being labelled ''Villages" by M.K. Trowell

and P.K. Wachsmann (1953); ''Urban Villages' by M.K. Buchanan and

J.C. Pugh (1953) and "Settlements of doubtful urban character’ by

P.K. Mitchell ,(1972)' Sane scholars like Dresch (1948) and Pthem
(1955) even declared that urbanization was alien in these parts

before the establishment of colonial rule. It was left to other
scholars like Mimer (1953), Bascom (1955) and Mabogunje (1968) to
pioneer studies which led to the recognition of mdiqval urbanization

in certain parts of Africa.

2.2 URBANIZATION AND DEVELOPMENT

Although with low levels of urbanization (less than 10 percent

(2) Ginsburg, N.S. (1965) "Urban geography and Non-Western areas" in
Urbanization - an Overview: The study of urbanization (P.M. Hauser

and L.F. Schnore (eds.)), J. Wiley and Sons, London, p.277. °
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of its people live in cities of 100,000 inhabitants)‘S) African
countri;s are experiencing rapid and skewed urban growth. By this

is meant that these countries continue to be characterised by one or

a few large cities and a dearth of medium-sized cities. Growth tends
to be concentrated in the large cities. This type of urbanization
should not only be assessed in terms of its impact on the cities and
their inhabitants but also the effects on the rural hinterlands, The
growth of these cities has led to concentration of resources, rural to
urban migl;a{,ion and a chain reaction of concentrated unemployed youth
among other things. These massive cancentrations of people and
resources, facilities and services have led to the urban areas being
dynamic, leaving the rural areas decaying and underdeveloped, resulting
in more people moving to these dy