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THE BATTLE OF WATERLOO

Need a history refresher? This play by play takes you through the
dramatic events of the battle...

| About the author:

. This comic has been illustrated by Dr Juan Hiriart. He is a senior lecturer in Interactive Media Art and Design at the Uni-
- versity of Salford, and has worked in a range of creative industries.Juan and his students have been working with us across

, | different projects to help visualise and tell the story of our data. He is interested in storytelling as a means to convey his-
| torical knowledge and archaeological research.
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. ——
THE BATTLE OF WATERPLOO WAS THE CLIMAX OF e /\,/’(-‘«( ~
20 YEARPS OF WAR IN ELURPOPE. IN THE WAKE OF 7 —
THE FRENCH RPEVOLUTION, FRANCE TOOK LUP i y

ARPMS AGAINST ENEMIES WHO WANTED TO QUASH ST
THE NEWLY FORMED RPEPLIBLIC. e

; " iy ; S ,
NAPOLEON, A YOLINE ARTILLERYMAN, POSE THROLIEH THE

| eANKS OF THE PEVOLUTIONARY ARMY. IN 1799 HE STAGED A

MILITARY COLP PROCLAIMING HIMSELF FIRST CONSLL AND
EVENTUALLY EMPEROR OF FRANCE. HIS ARMIES CONQLIERED
MOST OF ELRPOPE.

: HE DEFEATED SUCCESSIVE COALITIONS OF ELIROPE-

AN NATIONS TRYING TO OPPOSE HIM. EVENTUALLY IN

| 1814, FOLLOWING A MILITARY DISASTER IN PLUSSIA, HE

WAS DEFEATED AND EXILED TO THE MEDITERRANEAN

 ISLAND OF ELBA.
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IT WAS NOT TO LAST LONE - NAPOLEON ESCAPED,
PETURPNED TO FRANCE AND RAISED A NEW ARMY.
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ONCE MORE, ELURPOPEAN POWERS GATHERED TO CPUSH HIM, THIS TIME WITH
FORCES FROM BRITAIN, RUSSIA, PRUSSIA, SWEDEN, AUSTRIA, THE NETHER-

LANDS, AND MOST OF THE GERPMAN STATES.

I 7 51 NS | NN £ il

THE ALLIED ARPMIES GATHERING IN BELEILUM AWAITED NAPO-
LEON’S ATTACK. WELLINGTON'S ALLIED ARPMY WERE 73,000
STRONE, BLLUCHER'S PRUSSIAN ARMY, 84,000. NAPOLEON LED
107,500 MEN, AND PLANNED TO OUT-MARCH AND DEFEAT HIS
OPPONENTS BEFORE THEY COHLD COMBINE.

15TH JLNE 1815: WELLINETON, ATTENDING A BALL IN
BRUSSELS, PECEIVES THE SHOCK NEWS THAT NAPO-
LEON HAS CAPTURED CHARLERO! (32kM SOUTH OF
WATERLOO).

T

L
<y

NAPOLEON HAS HUMBUEEED
ME, BY 60D/ HE HAS GAINED
24 HOLIRS MARCH ON ME/

16tH JLNE 1815: WELLINETON PUSHES TO DELAY PART OF NA-
POLEON’S ARMY AT A CROSSPOADS KNOWN AS QUIATRPE BRAS,
WHILST THE RPEST OF THE FRENCH ARPMY SMASHES INTO THE
PRUSSIANS NEARBY AT LIENY. THE PRUSSIANS ARE PLUSHED BACK
QKM TO WAVRE, AND AWAY FRPOM THEIR PLANNED PENDEZVOUS
WITH WELLINGTON.

13



WATERLOO Project Review ® Volume 2 ¢ 2017-2018
UNCOVERED

171H JUNE 1815: A STORM HOLDS
OFF THE BATTLE LON& ENOLeH
FOR WELLINETON TO BED INTO HIS
POSITION ON A PIDEE SOUTH OF
BRLISSEL NEAR WATERLOO, A 2KM
WIDE LINE WITH THREE FARMHOUSE
STRONEHOLDS - HOUWSOLMONT,
LA HAYE SAINTE, AND PAPELOTTE.
BLLICHER PPOMISES TO COME TO
HIS AID WITH 50,000 TROOPS.

18+ JUNE 1815, 11:00: NAPOLEON ATTACKS - HIS STRATESY IS TO WEAKEN THE CENTPE
OF THE ALLIED LINE WITH ARTILLERY THEN FOLLOW WITH A MASS INFANTRY ATTACK. FIRST HE
SENDS TROOPS TO ATTACK THE WOOD IN FRONT OF HOUSOLMONT ON HIS LEFT WINE, TO
FORCE THE ALLIES TO DIVERT TROOPS AWAY FROM THE CENTRE OF THEIR LINE - HIS REAL
TAPSET.

LITTLE DID THE THE FRENCH KNOW THAT BEHIND THESE WOODS
WERE 1,200 MEN WAITING ALONE THE WALLS AT HOUEOLMONT,
PEADY TO PICK THEM OFF AS THEY ATTEMPTED TO CROSS THE
OPEN 6ROLIND...

. WHICH BECAME KNOWN AS THE 'KILLING
EROLIND".

[ =N

L) 11:30-13:00: FRENCH 6LNS APE
\ DRAWN LP IN A '8RAND BATTERIE’ TO
Ii BOMBARD THE ALLIED RIDEE IN THE
[ CENTRE. AT 13:00 NAPOLEON FINALLY
}\I ORDERS AN INFANTRY ATTACK. IT
NEARLY SUCCEEDS LINTIL POUTED BY A
CHAREE OF BRITISH CAVALRY. BLOODY
LOSSES AFPE SUFFERPED ON EBOTH
| SIDES. THE BATTLE BECOMES A DES-
| PERATE SLOEEINE MATCH.
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16:00: BELIEVING THE BRITISH TO BE RETREATING, MARSHAL NEY
LEADS AN ATTACK OF 8,000 CAVALRYMEN. IN FACT, THE ALLIES HAD
WITHDRAWN TO DEFENSIVE SQUARES HIDDEN JUST BEHIND THE RIDEE;
THE HORSES WERE MET WITH DEADLY HEDEES OF BAYONETS, MUSKET,
AND CANNISTER FIRE FROM CANNON AT CLOSE RANSE. MEANWHILE
SOUNDS OF FIERCE BATTLE IN THE PEAR AND FLANK OF NAPOLEON'S
ARMY SIENAL THE ARRIVAL OF THE PRUSSIANS, COMING TO KEEP THEIR
RPENDEZVOUS WITH WELLINETON.

THEIR DEFEAT BY WELLINGTON'S INFANTRY
AND THE ARRIVAL OF MORE PRUSSIAN PEIN-
FORCEMENTS TURN FRENCH FAILLIPE INTO A
POUT. NAPOLEON'S ARMY DISINTEGRATES
AND HE FLEES THE BATTLEFIELD.

18:00: WITH MANY MEN COMMITTED TO A
FRUITLESS ASSALULT ON HOUSOLUMONT AND
HIS cAVALRY FAILING TO BRPEAK THE ALLIED
SGUARPES, NAPOLEON PLAYS HIS FINAL CARD,
HIS ELITE PESERVES -THE IMPERIAL GLARD.

T}

WATECLOO LEFT 45,000 MEN DEAD AND WOLINDED, IN EQUAL PARTS
ON EACH SICE. THE WAKE OF THE BATTLE WAS A DEVASTATING SIGHT;
WITH MANY OF THE WOLINDED MEN AND HORSES NOT ABLE TO LEAVE
T.‘gfo {';'.-‘E‘é.g, DYINE SLOWLY AND ENDLURING THE PITILESS ATTENTION OF
L ERS.

THE BATTLE OF WATERLOO ES-
IStTH JULY 1815: AFTER FAILING TO TABLISHES BPITAIN AS A MAJOR

POSED AS EMPEROR. FEARING DEATH IF
HE FALLS INTO THE HANDS OF THE
VENEEFLIL PRUSSIANS, HE HANDS HIM-
SELF OVER TO THE BRITISH POYAL NAVY
CAPTAIN OF THE HMS BELLERPOPHON. HE
IS EXILED TO ST HELENA, A PEMOTE
ISLAND IN THE SOUTH ATLANTIC, WHERE
HE DIES IN 1821
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